
EXCERCISE 1  HOW ILLUSTRATOR DRAWS 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
n Set up an Illustrator document  
n Create an illustration using shapes  
n Use the selection tool and bounding box to transform objects 
n Move objects in front of and behind each other 
n Learn basic key commands for working with shapes  

INTRODUCTION 
Drawing in a vector program is more like making a collage out of cut paper, or like building a 
sculpture out of flat shapes, rather than traditional drawing or painting on paper. To get the 
feel of this you will be making a collage out of cut paper (see handout) and then replicating it 
in Illustrator. 

PROJECT FILES 
None 

REQUIRED SUBMISSION FILES 
You will be incorporating your finished drawing into your blog header. 

GRADING RUBRIC 
You will be graded according to the following criteria: 

n You make a collage out of cut paper and duplicate it on the computer in Illustrator 
using the basic shapes. 

n You included overlapping objects. 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1.  Create a new file by selecting File > New from the top menu bar.  
2. In the New Document dialog, name the document LastName_collage. When you 

later save the file, this will become the default filename.  
3. Set units to inches (inches are the most useful unit of measurement of print 

documents). 



4.  Set the document to letter size, with no bleed (non-printing area). Then click OK to 
create the new document. Set the color mode to RGB — since this will end up on the 
web. 

 

5. When the document opens, choose File > Save, and save it as an Illustrator file with 
default settings.  

Tip: Choose the Painting workspace to bring up the panels you will need. 

6. View the default Swatch panel. Set the fill color in the Tools panel to dark blue, and 
the stroke color to None. 

7. Since you’ll be using the shape tools to design the illustration, tear off the shape tools 
from the main Tools panel. 

 

8.  Using the shape tool, draw the bottom-most shape in your collage and assign it a 
color from the swatches menu that most closely matches the paper color you used. 
Use the black arrow selection tool and bounding box to scale, distort, rotate, and 
move the shape until you get the desired result. 



9. Draw the next shape in your collage. Illustrator draws each subsequent shape on an 
invisible “sub-layer” that is on top of the last shape drawn. Continue drawing shapes 
and modifying them until you have done an accurate copy of your collage. Use the 
Arrange command (Object menu or context sensitive menu) to alter the stacking 
order of your objects. 

10. When you are satisfied with your artwork, save your file with default Illustrator (AI) file 
settings. 

 

 


